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-In 1975, tzs/ég;;er for the Study of Community .- - .
Collegds conducted a natiomal survey of humanities faculty in , ' '
. - two-year colleges. This piper summarizes the characteristics of 110 .
7 libgral artsydrama instructars “included in the total sample of 1,493
fwll- and part-time gaéultym Pindings of the survey include: (1) -73%
. 0of the 110 taught 1ljberal arts, 28% traught speech, and 8% taught
- literature; (2) 31% had been students in community/junicr colleges; .
»/# (3) 71% were males; (4) 40% fell between the-ages of 31-40 years;. (5) . :
./~ more than any ¢ther discipline, liberal arts/drama instructors held -
. graduate degrges in virious fields;.(6) 82% were full-time faculty, .
/ "while 26% were employed in jobs in addition to- their faculty -
- position; (7). 2% claimed to be working toward the master's .degree and .o
X - 29% claimed .to be,workéng toward the doctorates (8) liberal . S
+ arts/drama instructors ;ankéd,self-knowledge/personél identity as th

mnost im ortapt‘qualiz;/%/stuggnt should gé}p/ffow a .two~year collegg
ei;sgtign. Information cgﬁcéyning attitud€s toward students“and th ’
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hpwanities, professional dévelopment, reference group-identificati6n, . .. .-
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A nat1onw1de survey, of 1493 pe0p1e teaching . the human1t1es in 156
two-year co]]eges--caref&ﬁﬁy selected in terms of locale, control, em-
phasis, size and age--was ‘conducted jn spring; 1975 by, the Cénter for _
the Study of Community Colleges. The, faculty samp]e was drawn to in- ' s
clude proportionate numbers of both fu11 -time and part-time 1nstructors .,
Sponsored by the National Endowment for the Humad‘gaes, the ‘project re-
vealed demographic data as well as attitudes toward students.and the
humanities, reference group identificatiqn, satisfaction, and, preference’ L
for further preparaﬂhon In this papert 1iberal arts/drama 1nstrqe§ggsﬁﬂ h .
tn the sample are compared with the totfal group 0f faculty in-g ot
anthropology, foreign' 1anguage h1story, 1aw/governmgnt Tib Farts/ 0 . =
drama, literature, music, ph1ldsqp ~poF i '
stud1es, and social c1ences:;w

1s subset of 1bera] arts Anstruet 2L BN -

e of the drz a/we' P pet/t certain, s1m11ar~— BRI

—as history and litera 4
,:yt and music. That is, .

-ities fo other art ddSciplines-sPecifically
6ugh the defipitien of t e hupanitigs
Endowment for t umanitie precTudes “the perform1ng artsgﬁmany in-
structors are responsible” ,rf rmance s we]T és h1story and -°
1iterature. ..Thus, we 4
sub3ects*teach1ng 1'-era] irts/drama who represent 7%* of the total. - ¢
1493 subjects will/be sipfilar to the 7% who are- 1n art and ‘the 6% who R
are in music. .Actually, g L

‘speech/drama apé 8% }rterature

i . -

)

More than any other d1sc1p11ne, people teach1ng the liberal
‘arts/drama- hold graduate degrees in various fields. While other
groups pften have:-one or. twd people who may have majored .in sope S .
‘Z /"unconvéntional® field, most clustér.in one or at best two areas. . -
" ‘For the liberdl arts/drama people there” is a greater dispersion in .
degrees. The largest portion of this group (28%) claim literature
‘as the}r major, while 24%. 1nd1cate speech/drama 16%, music; and 154, ‘
- educat1on T o /~; ;. ‘ :

t

* Thirty- one peroent of the%e 1nstructors had been/étudents in
wt commun1ty/Jun10r co]]eges Seventy-o6ne percent are fhale (67% tota],a
61% art and 81% music]: - The Targest cTusteang {21% s at 36-40 yéars,
and the next largest (19%), is at’ 31-35 years. Thgother groups vary . .
‘cons1derab1y, with no part1cu1ar tendenc1es to . set .age patterns. ’

A

'J*Ail ﬁigures are’rounded. - . .

. .
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L1ke most other groups’, .their backgrounds are, mhch the same here, 5 ' ST
5 with 93%'clajming. to be wh1te/Caucas1an 4% dec11n1ng to answer, 3% * ' - el
- being-Black/Negro and 1% citing "othér." “We can hard1§- say that T

affirmative action is mak1ng’1ts Jimpact ‘here or in ady other-‘of. the P

human1t1es areas. . /4e/’"i oo v

o LA " ~ v
P % 3 -

S .
As for books in the homes in wh1cb,respondents were raised,,40% SRS
c}a1m over 200 books; 27%, 101-200;-and”24%, 26- -100. . Theser fngures ”W'i”‘,v.z )
“closely approximate both the total group-and the two other d15c1p1rnes P
that are. be1ng used for comparat1ve purpbses--art and music. ° o i -
Exger1ence ] . o e A LT ’Lj-.,“ ' ’
Like the tota] grOUp5”41% hadshad no exper1ence as 1nstructors o
‘or- administrators 1in secondary sehool s, - -Even more. (46%, 55% total) T
had ‘Hot functioned-in éither of those capacities beyorid the level- of )
teaching or researehsassnstant,f These figures- dﬁf?er quite marked]y,_
not only .from the total group- butfalso from the*art‘and music in- -
structors. Like thése others, however, ‘the years a faculty member

.taught in a ‘two-year college tended to be 5-10, followed by 3-4 and
then 1-2. . ,

v o

»

‘

A 1htt1e_under two th1rds of the 1Yberal arts/drama people (61%; AU
. 67% total) had not been chairpersons of their departments or divisions. JR—
. Comparatively speak1ng, however, more had functioned as directors of a I
 + _ special program and only a few had served as adm1n1strators, as .was L7

’

tgue 9f the other samp]es 1. , . . C
: -."- ‘s, A ¥y N i ‘,;
s ;.,A;»~'~ And a]so true of the other groups, -5-10 years was the aost popt o
'~y + ular rdnge that 1iberd] arts/drama people had spent”in their current’ . .
1nst1tgtlon5‘ -Indeed, more peop}e in this d1sc1p]1ne (51%) ‘thari 1n .

any other had de91gnated th1s part1cu1ar time span. ‘ o

~ . ! -
- - . A .
’ . N

'Ghairgerson - oo ",":; B '

As. compared with the total samp1e (15%), a fa1r number of 1iberal *
arts/drama instructors (18%) were currently*acting ag chairpersons «in. T
their departments or divisions.¢ Forty. percent, had prev1ous]y employed" .
instructors who held the doctorate, even. though 95% reported no pressure M

either way. (hire or:not) to do so. - Sixty<five percent said theydid = -° . -
plan to hire candidate$ with this graduate degree; and,37% 1nd1cated )
theyﬁ&ou]d hire the best person, regard]ess of degrees. . T

v

-+ When it.came to actuai exper1ence with doctorate’ ho]ders 35% ¢

of the people in this disciplinary- group, as compared with 22% of the -

total sample, noted-that their performance was the sdme as other .
teachers, and 20% reported they were f1ne/exce11ent/good teachers
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e, L Liberal ar /drama fac Tty members tend fo spend much the same
v ;\',number of hours in-teaching as do the total group of hespondents

but fewer hours -than the art and mtsic’ people, - .Eighty-two percent

. are "considered. to ‘be full-time 1nstructors and. 26% (exactly the same -
A - - .as the tota]) are emp1oyed iA jobs in’ addition to their fagulty

.. appointménts at the sampled colleges, Mhen they are so employed,

R the time varies from 1=10-hours for 59% tg-11-20 hours “for 21% and:
. . T+ . 31-40 hours for 10%. The, tendenty here.i%s tb the- 1esser nUmbers of “
T hours emp]oyed»outs1de their teach1ng JObS : )
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. Reference grotps are V1eWeﬁ here 4in terms of their usefu]ness
i ] . as sources af advige .on teachlng Vhen it comes to the eight refer-
“» .0 - . ehge groups that were offered as potent1a1 squrces of advice, .
-0 .. rcolleagues were seen fikst as quite useful by the liberal arts/dr&E
. people This is consistent with the .total sample, a consistency that®

‘ .. 18 perpetrated in all cases, with the ‘exception of .the fifth choice

e ‘_-a which was tied. In desceriding erder, ‘seen as quite uSefuL are the
R following othér groups: students, department chairpersonss profess1ona1

L TR - jour ., university professors and.programs of profess10na1 organiz-
" L . ons (t1ed) high schoo] teachers, and adm]n1strators

AR - .
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. . ,
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- T Fori. the total "group of re;pondeﬁts, ahout n 736urth'eeported
) ‘ N subscrihing to- and reading ‘nd schelarly’ JOU\ Js“with{n their ~ . =
‘e’ e . disciplines, while 31% of the liberal aris/dramd pedple so Feported.
-0 WL A fél more people=in.this discipline (67%) than the-total (64%) said
e g e awnwvhggpread nokprg;ess1onaT‘educat1on Journa]s And wheh it comes to; ;-

ero 0 = JAjourpals, or magaxines of genéral_ interést, a few more .liberal arts/ .. T
.oy Mn the tOt&] (78%) Say none. ; - s

AP drama 1nstructors R
ger A { - L, e e ‘
. . B . .\ : . » L s .. X ::« . P
A : N ‘// e T e e

S . . PR

O Profess1onaT Deve]opment . e T
~‘¢""‘ - .’«;;. ) ° ‘- » B e
AN RS “When’ compared ‘with the totaJ oup” (7%), very few (2%). 17Ber
L .+ .arts/drama people are work1ng for their masters degree; -hut-more
T, 0 2 (29%; 24% total,. 20% musies*and 11% art) indicate that theyare

“'working on their doctoratés. At' the same time, most {(91%, total. £
86%) say that in the next f1ve years they wou]d 1ike to take steps
. toward professional deve]opment Gett1ng a Ph.D. or Ed.D. most
< appeals to those who answered the previous -question in the affirma-
' - t1vef 35%. of the 11bera1 arts/drama peopﬂe'and 34% of the total" group




so“?esponding&_'Iwgnty—eight percent (32% total) say they would 1ike
to enroll in courses :in.a university.’ Interestingly; more-1iberal

arts/drama_instructors. (12%) than their peers in any other discipﬁine
(10% total) suggest théy would like to enroll in in-service courses

T, " at their colleges. . .

L 4

L X R . : . il )
» - If a free summer were availablg,next to the foreign Tanguage
people (70%) this groiup .is more likely to want to travel (59% 1liberal

--arts/drama; 53% total): In-order of preference, they would like” to

, do a combination.of meeting classes/research/and workshops; take

-

classes/study/and read; recréation and reading; and create/perform/- R
and/or paint. The latter-choice varies considérably- between the

liberal arts/drama-and tatal groups--with 18% of the’ former so indi- - 4

‘cating, compared to 8% of ‘theatotal.

wére'they to begin'fraining ali &;er again, liberal arts/drgméﬂ

"Tpéople fall slightly below the'total greup in ‘terms of saying they

“‘wou'ld do the same/change nothing (27%;"total 33%) and a little above

6 the  total in terms of feeling they would study the.humanities (17%;

~

" personal development-courses. =~ ,

‘tota] 12%). However, about twice as.many in this discipline (1iberal
arts/drama, 12%; total 5%).indicate ‘they would take more psychology/,

e
. v
. » . ‘ .

e . ’ i} K ) .’
Five Years Hence .r- v ;

‘Liberal arts/drama jnstructors are-exactly like the total group
in. terms of rank ordering positions that they think would be desir-
able five years hence. <n order, they rank a faculty position at a

- four-year college or university; doing what they are currently doing;-
.a’school,outside the United States; a faculty.position at anether

* - community or junior.college; an administrative position in a community

.or junior college; a non-teaching, non-academic position; a position
in a professional association;'no ‘idea; and any-position-but the
college in which they are presently employed. .

LI 1

Affiliation ' ' ' : .

Eighty-twp percent of the 1iberal arts/drama epople claim to be
members of professional organizations (78% t ;a]). Most of the -
people who claim membership belong to one organization (29%), then

~two (27%) and three (18%). Almost half attended oné or more regional
or national meetings. "Only 10% presented one paper and 2%, two.

'+ As for their relationship with significant others in their

lives, our ‘liberal arts/drama people followed the pattern established ,

by the total group.. They are most related /to their friends, their. J
’ , A\

S S

4

.‘f




fa@11y, other instructors in. their f1e1d most instructors a\\the1r
.. school, students, teacher-organizations and Jast, college adminis-
S 4 trators. Incidentally, thedr-relationship with-the latter group wa;/////
T . lower than for any other group. Whereas the€ir score.was 29% - -
affiliated, the total was 37%, 45% art and 41% music. *In this case™
they are closest to the literatune people who claim 3 % affﬂiw .

a " with college administrators. prt iy g N

. - . D | <:__,....,- / /”/ /‘j:;*"‘ ,,,,, ‘,A . ‘
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, 0 Students e T

: . When asked to rate the qualities ink students should

- — -gain from a two-year c 11ege-educati the 1ibeyal arts/drama in-
structors differ somegzat from, the4tota1 sample. Both groups indi-
cate as their first choice self-knowledge/personal identity and also
agree on -the fifth and last alternatives, knowledge and skills -
applicable to careers and understanding and mastery of spme academ1c
discipline. However, they choose as’ second in order of importance, .
aesthetic¢ awareness (a1so second for art, but fourth for-the total
and-first for music);, third, knowledge of and interest in community
and world problems, (second for total); apd fourth preparation for®
further formal educat1on (third, for total).

As for the number of courses they think-students in two-year
" octupational programs should bg required to take, 1ike all groups
efcept anthropology, they point to the largest offering--six or more
: courses. The1r second and third pho1ces are -two and four.
: This part1cu1ar d1sc1p11ne is like only the art group in’ that,
’ 50% feel that films are <insufficiently offered on_their campuses--
' cons1stent1y responding with a-"to6 few" to all five offered alterna-
. tives. Like the total group, they rank colloquiums and seninars as
most insufficient, and both exhibits and concerts and recitals as
second in the extent.to which they are seldomly offered to students.

r »
" -

Expeérience agd Curriculum | T ‘ . 5

L]

'Cbhsistency is %ndicated by the 1iberal ahts/dréma people .too

¢ . in‘terms of their gxperiences—with the humanities other than.through
o : » .their teaching. :In ordér of importarce, they rank visiting art

' ‘ . museums , shﬁWs-e5h1b1ts, concerts,.theatre and films f1rst then,

roesL, T { redding, listening.

e ~c1asse§f:¥€éture ““““““ 1 rswmﬁeaigi : el ’ -
L o “More peopTe in 1iberal-arteidra  ‘than _in any ‘other discipline
_;__w;::Tff*::==17 indicated that humanities courses a <he1r Jhad been added or -
Tl improved- in. the past seven yeaps. And™" more thantany. c1p]1ne excig&

. “ﬁﬁ{lglfffifff?1e (10% for bothb they fe]t tHat humenwtles had “been




" \}ggé:;es (35% 1liberal arts/drama; -30% total) and improved facilities
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iqtegréted into interdisciplinary courres

N7 As for chan¥es they wou]d like' t See affected,faga1n ‘péople
“in this discipline 6pt for the addition\ and improvement of - humanities

aterials (13% liberal arts/drama, and 7% tota]) They also
-would like to see interdisciplinary courses, more extra curricular

courses,.and more emphasis on -individual development and sem1nars oo 8
“Again, these are- all responses to open -ended 1nqu1r1es S S e e

{ . v ‘ . 4
The Co]]ege . <

N1nety percent of the 11bera1 arts/drama peop]e (86% total) are
in public two-year colleges that are comprehehsive (91% liberal arts;
90% tota]) . Thesé respondentsare almost_equally split (43% each)
‘between’ colleges built betweey 1968 and 1969 and .those erected in 1959
— or ear]ier. .These figures ar much 11ke the total .

A -

e biggest single clustering of‘qespondents is at jnstitu
with 250024999 students, with colleges of, student carollments of -
15,000 and more accounting for 17%, and coJ]eges of -10,000-~14,999 —_— Y
hav1ng 16%. Seventy percent of these ‘instructors ‘are functlgn1ng in

single campus institutidns, 25% in multi-campus ones, and
year divisions of four-year co]]eges

’”

In Sum

- 4

kiberal ﬁrts/drama people do not stand out as’ rad1caTty d1fferent
from the total group, nor are they'consistently identifiable w1£ﬁ““*“*$:;ee
‘either the art or music faculties. Indeed, they are often between these -
- two disciplines in terms of their relat1onsh1ps tQ given canstructs, a
fact that may be attributed in part to the mu1t1p11c1ty of their degree
backgrounds and the overlap among d1sc1p11nes

v hd .
*




